Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve

Finding Solutions:
Shark Nurseries in the Reserve

In the 1960's, a large residential neighborhood was
created just north of the Ten Thousand Islands. A
network of roads and 58 miles of canals were built,
but the project was later abandoned.
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Shark Nursery Research

Sharks use shallow estuarine bays the nets and lines from two hours
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with plenty of food and protection
from potential predators, such as
larger sharks.
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Rookery Bay, located in southwest Florida, is recognized as one of the few remaining pristine, mangrove-forested estuaries in the U.S. As part of the National Estuarine
Research Reserve System, it serves as an outdoor classroom and laboratory for students and scientists. For more information, visit www.rookerybay.org.
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